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PROGRAM 


Friday ,  September  12 

2  P.  M. —  Official  opening  of  Historical  Exhibit  at 
Allen  Mansion.  Open  until  6  P.  M. 

Tea  will  be  served. 

8  P.  M. —  Pageant,  “The  Spirit  of  Massachusetts/' 

Rialto  Theatre.  (Portraying  Leominster's  part 
in  Massachusetts  history.) 

Saturday,  September  13 
2  P.  M. —  Parade. 

2  to  6  P.  M. —  Historical  Exhibit.  Tea  served. 

3.30  P.  M. —  Drum  Corps  Contest,  City  Hall  Square. 

7  P.  M. —  Song-Fest,  Pilgrim  Church  Lawn. 

8  P.  M. —  Tercentenary  Ball  at  Municipal  Building. 

Sunday,  September  14 

2  to  6.  P.  M. —  Historical  Exhibit,  Allen  Mansion. 


Greetings* 


We  are  glad  to  welcome  you  to 
Leominster  and  invite  you  to  share  with  us 
the  comforts  and  pleasures  of  one  of  the 
small  hut  progressive  cities  of  our  great 
Commonwealth. 

In  this  Tercentenary  year,  our 
thoughts  are  often  directed  to  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  our  Forefathers,  hut  this  does  not 
lessen  our  interest  in  the  present  or  our 
hope  for  the  future. 

While  the  hourglass,  the  ox  cart 
and  the  spinning  wheel  are  hut  an  honored 
memory,  the  spirit  of  industry,  hospitality 
and  friendship  which  characterized  our  people 
of  the  early  days  still  flourishes,  making 
Leominster  a  good  place  in  which  to  spend  a 
few  days  or  many  years. 

We  hope  you  will  come  again. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mayor. 


The  attention  of  visitors  and  residents  alike  is  called  to 
the  unsurpassed  natural  beauty  of  Leominster.  From  all 
sections  of  the  City  beautiful  vistas  spread  out  before  the 
eye  of  the  observer.  The  well-kept  and  shaded  streets 
radiate  from  the  center  to  the  outskirts  and  surrounding 
hills,  from  many  of  which  may  be  obtained  widespread 
panoramas  of  the  whole  City,  and  the  bold  outline  of  Mt. 
Wachusett  may  often  be  seen  in  the  background. 


Leominster  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  place 
of  that  name  in  the  United  States,  and  so  far  as  known  there 
is  only  one  other  in  the  world.  It  is  not  known  how  the 
Town  received  its  name,  but  it  is  believed  that  Mr.  John 
Prescott,  one  of  the  founders  of  Lancaster,  suggested  that  it 
be  named  after  the  Leominster  in  England,  since  he  had 
ancestors  in  both  those  towns.  Another  theory  is  that, 
since  Duke  Leofric  was  the  ruler  of  the  section  including 
Leominster  and  Lancaster  in  England,  that  the  name  may 
have  been  given  in  his  honor. 


LEOMINSTER 

Leominster  was  originally  a  part  of  the  old  Town  of 
Lancaster.  In  1701,  or  about  that  time,  some  of  the  citizens 
of  the  mother  Town  purchased  from  George  Tahanto, 
nephew  of  Sholan,  the  territory  which  later  was  to  become 
Leominster.  This  was  annexed  to  Lancaster  and  was  known 
as  the  “New  or  Additional  Grant.”  It  was  not  until  1725, 
however,  that  any  settlement  of  the  new  territory  took 
place.  In  this  year  Gershom  Houghton  and  his  wife  came  to 
establish  their  home,  and  built  the  first  house  on  what  is 
now  the  Boyden  farm,  on  Pleasant  Street.  It  was  a  well- 
built  house,  framed  of  hewn  oak  timbers,  low-studded,  with 
the  roof  sloping  nearly  to  the  ground  in  the  back.  The 
chimney  was  of  stones,  and  tradition  says  that  the  wife  of 
Gershom  Houghton  carried  the  stones  from  the  field  in  her 
apron.  The  site  of  the  house  is  marked  by  a  boulder  erected 
in  1910  by  the  Leominster  Historical  Society.  Shortly 
after,  other  settlers  also  built  homes  in  various  parts  of  the 
Town. 

PLACES  OF  HISTORICAL  INTEREST 

1.  The  Old  Abbey,  on  Lind  ell  Avenue,  so  named  because 
of  a  fancied  resemblance  to  a  place  of  that  name  mentioned 
in  a  novel,  was  built  about  1740,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
houses  in  Leominster.  General  Avery,  for  many  years 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  resided  here  during  the 
early  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  It  was  used  as  a 
tavern  in  the  days  of  the  turnpikes. 

2.  The  old  Kendall  or  Carter  Tavern  on  West  Street, 
now  owned  by  Harold  Merriam,  was  a  well-known  hostelry 
in  stage  coach  days.  In  it  the  first  Masonic  Lodge  was 
organized  —  Aurora  Lodge,  which  was  later  transfered  to 
Fitchburg.  This  tavern  was  a  terminus  of  the  Fifth  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Turnpike,  which  was  one  of  the  first  turnpikes  to 


be  established  and  one  of  the  most  important.  Because  of 
the  turnpike,  Leominster  was  one  of  the  main  stopping 
places  for  traffic  between  Boston  and  points  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  Vermont,  and  the  Connecticut  valley. 

3.  The  first  comb  shop  was  in  the  kitchen  of  the  old 
Hills  House,  built  in  1759,  on  Pleasant  Street,  and  now  owned 
by  Norman  Wass.  They  were  made  by  Obadiah  Hills,  who 
moved  here  from  West  Newbury.  He  carried  them  to 
market  in  Worcester  on  horseback  and  returned  with  horns 
with  which  to  make  more. 

4.  The  first  shop  where  power  was  used  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  combs  also  stands  on  Pleasant  Street,  beyond  the 
Hills  House.  The  power  consisted  of  a  circular  platform 
mounted  on  a  large  spindle,  which  extended  to  the  room 
above.  The  walking  of  a  horse  on  the  platform  caused  the 
contrivance  to  revolve,  thus  turning  the  machinery. 

5.  The  site  of  the  first  house  is  marked  with  a  monument 
of  Monoosnock  granite,  erected  and  presented  to  the  Town 
by  the  Leominster  Historical  Society.  The  exact  spot  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  near  an  old  road  which  passes  in  back 
of  the  Boyden  Farm  buildings.  Nearby  is  the  old  well 
which  was  dug  by  the  first  settler.  .  The  only  thing  re¬ 
maining  of  the  house  is  a  square  pane  of  glass  taken  from 
one  of  the  doors,  which  is  now  to  be  seen  in  the  museum  in 
the  Library. 

6.  The  house  in  which  Senator  David  I.  Walsh  was 
born  stands  on  Birch  Street,  the  second  house  on  the  left 
from  Elm  Street.  His  early  education  was  received  here. 

7.  Joseph  Palmer,  who  was  terribly  persecuted,  and 
even  thrown  into  prison,  for  wearing  a  beard,  lies  buried  in 
Evergreen  Cemetery.  The  stone  monument  over  his  grave 


bears  the  head  of  a  man  wearing  a  full  beard,  and  may  be 
seen  from  Main  Street.  He  was  associated  with  A.  Bronson 
Alcott  at  Fruitlands,  managed  the  farm  there,  and  after¬ 
wards  purchased  it.  About  1830,  and  for  some  time  follow¬ 
ing,  he  was  persecuted  and  insulted  to  an  amazing  degree, 
but  would  not  concede  his  principles,  and  refused  to  shave. 
He  resided  on  a  farm  in  No  Town,  and  many  fine  pieces  of 
furniture  taken  from  his  place  are  now  to  be  seen  in  the 
Fruitlands  Museum  in  Still  River,  owned  by  Miss  Clara 
Endicott  Sears. 

8.  The  Allen  House  opposite  the  common  is  an  example 
of  the  architecture  of  the  previous  century.  Built  in  1834 
by  Joel  Crosby,  it  was  the  residence  of  Joel  Crosby  Allen, 
who  served  for  many  years  as  Town  Clerk.  During  the 
Tercentenary  observance,  the  house  will  be  open  to  visitors, 
and  a  collection  of  antique  furniture  and  historical  objects 
will  be  on  exhibition.  Many  articles  of  great  interest  in 
connection  with  Leominster  history  may  also  be  seen  in  the 
Leominster  Museum,  which  was  organized  in  December, 
1871,  and  is  housed  in  the  Public  Library. 

9.  The  first  church  and  meeting-house  stood  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  Pine  Grove  Cemetery.  In  this  Cemetery 
are  to  be  seen  the  graves  of  Gershom  Houghton,  Rev.  John 
Rogers,  who  was  the  first  minister,  and  many  of  the  early 
settlers.  The  first  cemetery  was  near  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Day  Streets,  North  Leominster.  The  second  meeting¬ 
house  stood  on  the  Common.  The  sites  of  all  of  these  are 
marked  by  monuments. 

10.  Leominster  was  an  important  station  of  the  “under¬ 
ground  railway.”  A  branch  of  the  “Anti-Man-Hunting 
League”  was  organized,  the  purpose  of  the  League  being  to 


assist  the  fugitive  slaves  to  escape  to  Canada.  The  famous 
slave  Shadrach  came  here  in  February,  1851,  soon  after 
being  rescued  from  the  Court  House  in  Boston.  He  at¬ 
tended  an  Abolitionist  Meeting  here  dressed  in  women's 
clothing,  in  order  to  escape  being  recognized. 

INTERESTING  FACTS 
1701  —  Land  purchased  from  the  Indians. 

1725  —  First  house  built. 

1734  —  First  road  within  the  Town  limits  laid  out  by  Town 
of  Lancaster.  It  extended  from  that  Town  toward 
Lunenburg,  past  White's  Pond  and  Whalom. 

1740  —  Town  incorporated,  June  23,  old  style;  July  4, 
new  style. 

1740  —  First  Town  Meeting  held,  July  9th,  at  home  of 
Jonathan  White,  near  King's  Corner. 

1742  —  First  church  and  meeting-house  built. 

1743  —  First  minister,  Rev.  John  Rogers,  ordained. 

1763  —  First  Library,  consisting  of  one  hundred  books,  was 
purchased. 

1774  —  First  Representative  sent  to  Legislature. 

1775  —  Comb  industry  started  by  Obadiah  Hills,  in  house 

on  Pleasant  Street. 


1790  —  First  stage  coach  line  to  Boston  established. 

1795  —  First  newspaper,  “The  Rural  Repository,"  pub¬ 
lished. 


The  Leominster  Historical  Society  was  organized  in 
1906.  On  January  31  of  that  year,  a  group  of  citizens, 
realizing  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  a  historical 
society  in  Leominster,  assembled  at  the  home  of  Perley 
M.  Russell  for  the  purpose  of  organization.  The  Misses 
Abbie  E.  and  Fannie  P.  Gates  and  Mr.  Russell  were  the 
prime  movers.  Of  the  seventeen  charter  members,  there  are 
now  but  seven  on  the  rolls. 

The  object  of  the  society  is  the  collection,  preservation 
and  study  of  historical  matters  pertaining  to  the  City  and  its 
inhabitants.  Pursuant  to  this  object,  papers  dealing  with 
the  early  history  of  the  community  are  read  at  the  meetings. 
In  the  course  of  its  existence,  a  number  of  historical  objects 
have  been  collected  by  the  society,  but  in  this  direction  it  is 
greatly  handicapped  because  of  the  lack  of  a  suitable  place 
to  keep  and  preserve  them. 

Other  things  of  a  civic  nature  have  been  accomplished  by 
the  society,  notably  the  presentation  to  the  City  of  several 
monuments  marking  historic  places.  These  are  as  follows: 

Monument  marking  site  of  first  house,  located  off  Pleasant 
Street,  near  home  of  William  H.  Boyden. 


Monument  marking  site  of  second  meeting  house,  which 
stands  near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  common. 


Monument  marking  approximate  site  of  first  burial 
ground,  at  corner  of  Main  and  Day  Streets,  in  front  of 
number  three  schoolhouse. 


In  addition,  stones  have  been  placed  on  the  graves  of 
Edmond  P.  Davis,  the  photographer,  who  did  much  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  scenes  of  Leominster  of  the  past,  and  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Houghton,  the  wife  of  the  first  settler.  The  Indian 
mortar  stone  which  is  to  be  seen  on  the  Common  was  also 
presented  by  the  society. 

The  monument  in  Pine  Grove  Cemetery,  commemorating 
the  site  of  the  first  meeting  house  and  first  school  building 
was  erected  by  Captain  John  Joslin,  Jr.  Chapter,  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution. 


% 


Heckman 

B  I  N  D  E  R  Y,  INC. 

Bound-Tb-Please* 
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